Questioning Stems for “Thinking Beyond the Text”
Fiction

1. How can you tell that the characters feel __________?  (Insert emotion.)
2. How do you think the character feels about ____________? (Insert topic.)

3. Why did the character _______________?

4. Why did the character say “_______________________” in the story?

5. What do you think the character was thinking?

6. Does this story remind you of anything?

7. Why did the character want ______________?

8. Did the character make a good decision?  Why or why not?

9. What were some of the clues the author gave you about _____________?

10. How would you describe the character?  Why?

11. How were the beginning and ending parts of the story alike?  How were they different?

12. What lesson do you think the character learned?

13. How did the character’s feelings change and why?

14. What was surprising to you in the story?

15. What does the word “____________” tell you about how the character was feeling?

16. Make and support a prediction about what you think will happen next.  

Nonfiction

1. Does this book make you think of other things?
2. What is the best thing about _________________?

3. What is the worst thing about _________________?

4. Why do you think this writer wanted to tell you about ________________?

5. How is ___________ like _______________? 

6. How is ___________ different from _____________?

7. Why are ____________ important to us?

8. What would happen if _________________?

9. What information does the photograph/heading give you?

10. What was the most important idea in this book?

11. How does ________________ change?

12. What is unusual about ______________?

13. Why do people feel _____________ about _______________?

14. How does _______________ influence people?

15. What is a question you still have about ______________?

16. Tell why ________________ is complicated.

17. What is the significance of _________________?
